Slavery

· The first record of African slavery in America was when a Dutch ship brought over around 20 blacks and sold the to Jamestown, Virginia as indentured servants

· The change from indentured servants to racial slavery was gradual

· Virginia Slave Codes of 705 made clear the status of slave

· During the 17th century, enslavement of Native Americans was common, but most were sent to the “sugar islands” of the Caribbean

· Rhode Island forbade the importation of slaves completely by 1774.

· All other states had banned or limited it by 1786, except for Georgia, which did by 1798

· The Massachusetts Constitution of 1780 declares all men "born free and equal"; the slave Quork Walker sued for his freedom on this basis and won his freedom, thus abolishing slavery in Massachusetts.

· Southerners in the 19th century began to refer to slavery as a “peculiar institution” in order to differentiate it from other examples of forced labor

· Abolitionist movement

· William Lloyd Garrison – The Liberator
· Harriet Beecher Stowe – Uncle Tom’s Cabin
· Frederick Douglass – Nation’s most powerful anti-slavery speaker

· Harriet Tubman – the Underground Railroad

· Slave uprisings that used armed force

· New York Revolt of 1712

· The Stono Rebellion (1729) in South Carolina

· Denmark Vesey Uprising in Virginia (1822)

· Nat Turner’s Rebellion (1831) in Virginia

· Eli Whitney’s invention of the cotton gin( increased need for slave labor

· Three-fifths Compromise ( slaveholders exerted their power through the federal government and the resulting Federal Fugitive Slave Laws

· Northern bloc of free states solidifies into one geographic area ( dividing line was the Ohio River and the Mason-Dixon Line (1820s)

· Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)

· John Brown and his raid on Harper’s Ferry

· Dred Scott Case (1857)

· Presidential election of 1860

· Southern Democrats (endorsed slavery)

· Republicans (denounced slavery) --- Abraham Lincoln

· Northern Democrats (democracy required the people to decide on slavery locally

· Constitutional Union Party (survival of the Union was at stake and everything else should be compromised

· Emancipation Proclamation

· Reconstruction

· Education

· Booker T. Washington

· 2-24-2007 – The Virginia general Assembly passed a House Joint Resolution Number 728 acknowledging "with profound regret the involuntary servitude of Africans and the exploitation of Native Americans, and call for reconciliation among all Virginians."

· All slaves were freed by 1865 during the American Civil War, many by Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation but finally by the 13th Amendment to the Constitution

